
ASK	  one	  ques+on,	  it	  could	  save	  your	  
child’s	  life.	  

ASK:	  “Is	  there	  an	  unlocked	  gun	  where	  my	  child	  plays?”	  
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In America, one out of three homes with children has a gun, and nearly 1.7 million children live in a home with a 

loaded, unlocked gun. Every year thousands of kids are killed and injured as a result. 

The ASK (Asking Saves Kids) Campaign promotes a simple idea with the potential to help keep kids safe. It 

encourages parents to ASK if there are unlocked guns in the homes where their children play.

Parents ask all sorts of questions before their children visit other homes. They ask about pets in the house, 

discuss allergies and Internet access, and ask questions about supervision. ASK encourages parents to add 

one more question to this conversation: “Is there an unlocked gun in your house?” It’s a simple question, but it 

has the power to save a child’s life.

Every parent cares about the safety of their children. ASK allows parents to play an active role in keeping kids 

safe. Any parent can make a difference by ASKing and encouraging others to do the same.

For more than a decade, the ASK Campaign has partnered with more than 400 grassroots organizations to 

spread its message in neighborhoods nationwide. 

The ASK Campaign is a collaboration between the Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence and the American 

Academy of Pediatrics who promotes the ASK message to its 62,000 members across the country. The ASK 

Campaign has successfully inspired 19 million households to ask if there are guns where their children play.

WHY ASKING MATTERS

ASK: “IS THERE AN UNLOCKED GUN IN YOUR HOUSE?”

WHAT IS ASK?

nine 
children and teens 
are shot each day 
in gun accidents

1 in 3 
homes with 
children have guns, 
many left unlocked 
or loaded

80% 
of unintentional 
firearm deaths of 
kids under 15 occur 
in a home

Sources:

CDC’s National Center for Injury Prevention and Control’s Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System. Data retrieved March 20, 2014.

Johnson R, Coyne-Beasley T, Runyan C. Firearm Ownership and Storage Practices, U.S. Households, 1992–2002: A Systematic Review. AJPM.2004; 
27:2:173-182.

NVDRS data from 16 states, covering 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, and 2011, retrieved April 2, 2014.
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If	  the	  answer	  is	  no,	  
then	  you	  have	  one	  
less	  thing	  to	  worry	  
about.	  

If	  you	  ever	  have	  a	  concern	  
about	  gun	  safety	  in	  a	  
house	  where	  your	  child	  
plays,	  invite	  the	  kids	  to	  
play	  at	  your	  house	  
instead.	  

Hard	  
conversa+ons	  
come	  with	  
being	  a	  parent.	  
But	  one	  could	  
save	  your	  
child’s	  life.	  	  
	  
TIP:	  Integrate	  the	  
ques+on	  into	  a	  
conversa+on	  that	  
includes	  other	  
ques+ons	  you	  might	  
ask:	  “Will	  they	  watch	  
television?	  Will	  they	  be	  
ea+ng	  certain	  foods?	  
Will	  they	  be	  on	  the	  
internet?	  IS	  THERE	  AN	  
UNLOCKED	  GUN	  IN	  
THE	  HOME?”	  

For	  more	  informa+on:	  www.askingsaveskids.org	  or	  www.acep.org	  
	  


